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CONYERS CRITICIZES JUSTICE DEPARTMENT’S PLAN TO INCREASE
SURVEILLANCE  OF DOMESTIC ORGANIZATIONS 

Congressman John Conyers, Jr. (D-MI), Ranking Member of the House Judiciary
Committee, issued the following statement in response to reports that the Justice Department is
planning to loosen restrictions on the FBI’s ability to monitor domestic groups, including religious
organizations.

“The administration’s race down the slippery slope of eroding constitutional safeguards
seems to have no end in sight.  I call on the Attorney General to immediately halt any efforts to
unilaterally expand surveillance authority and to consult with the Congress before implementing
any further intrusions on our rights.  Any government effort to utilize the same powers that
allowed the FBI to wrongfully spy on the activities of civil rights organizations and disclose
information on the private affairs of Martin Luther King, Jr. would constitute an embarrassing
step backwards for civil liberties in this country.  

“I hope it is clear to all that taking it upon himself to institute new rules to wiretap
religious organizations, including places of worship, the Attorney General will do little to help us
battle terrorism.  Instead, it will only alienate the groups we need to work with in fighting
violence.  Piece by piece, the Attorney General seems intent on dismantling the judicial system by
unilaterally implementing a package of constitutionally dubious practices that target specific ethnic
and religious groups.  It is time to take a ‘time out’ and work with the people’s representatives
before the government further erodes our precious rights.”
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